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steeple or bells; no cross could be publicly erected, pil-
grimages to holy wells were even forbidden"; the penalty, in
default of payment of a fine, "was the degrading^ one of
\ whipping.7' In a word, the most cherished observances of a
great and ancient Church were prohibited and even made
criminal; and detestable encouragement was given by the law
to bribe the Catholic priest to renounce his faith, and to
punish him should he attempt to make a proselyte. Looking
at the Code as a whole, Burke wrote the simple truth, when he
described it1 as "a complete system full of coherence and
consistency in all its parts, a machine of wise and elaborate
contrivance, and as well fitted for the oppression, impoverish-
ment and degradation of a people, and the debasement in
them of human nature itself, as ever proceeded from the
perverted ingenuity of man."
Such were the methods devised to make the system of
Protestant Ascendency secure in Ireland, to stereotype it, so
to speak, in the land, and to place a Catholic people in
enduring bondage. It is a mistake to suppose that the Penal
Code was not enforced, and was a complete failure; its terrors
caused many Catholics of the higher orders to conform to Pro-
testantism, or to make the pretence; they could not otherwise
call themselves freemen; nay, could hardly exist in their own
country. The nobler spirits, however, of the proscribed com-
munion took refuge on the Continent, and joined the crowd of
Irish exiles, who, since the days of Tyrone, had been scattered
over many lands, united in hatred of England and her power.
We cannot attempt to enumerate the names, still less to
describe the brilliant careers, of the Catholic Irish, of either
race, who won honour for themselves, in war or in peace, In
the service of states which bade the strangers welcome. A
branch of the old race of Offaley became the Condds of Ofelia
1 Barke's letter to Sir Hercules Laugrishe. Works. Cited by Mr Lecky,
JSRstwy of England in the Eighteenth Century> Vol. I. 302.